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THE QUEEN against FEARGUS O'CONNOR AND OTHERS.

TgriaL oF FEARGUS O'CONNOR, AND FIFTY-EIGBT OTRER CHARTISTS, FOR
SEDITIOUS CONSPIRACY, AT LANCASTER, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1, 1843,
AND THE FOLLOWING DAYs, BEFORE ROLFE, B,(¢) AND A SPECIAL
JURY.

ProcEEDINGS IN THE COURT OF QUEEN'S BENCH oN MoTiON IN ARREST
oF JUDGMENT, BEFORE LORD DeNmAN, L.C.J., PATTESON, WILLIAMS,
AND COLERIDGE, JJ., MAY 26 axDp JUNE 7, 1843. (Reported in
5 Q.B. 16.)

In August 1842 a widespread strike took place in the Lancashire manufactaring districts.
Bands of strikers went about forcing the hands to turn out, and on August 9 all the mills in
Manchester were stopped. At numerous meetings held during the strike Chartist speakers urged
the people to remain out until the Charter became law, and similar advice was given by a Chartist
conference which met at Manchester on August 17. Feargus O°Connor, the Chartist leader, and
fifty-eight others were indicted subsequently for a seditious conspiracy and other misdemeanors.
The jury found some of the defendants, including ()’Connor, guilty on the fifth count, and others
on the fourth count as well. Judgment was afterwards arrested on the fifth count, and the
defandants convicted on the fourth count were not called up for judgment.

Ruled by Rolfe, B.—
1. Conspiracy—Common Object—Different Means.

A combination of two or more persons to do, or cause others to do, an illegal act, or to
bring about a legal act by illegal means is a criminal conspiracy.

To find the defendants guilty on any count, they must be found guilty of one and the same
conspiracy. It is not enough that the defendants should have done the same illegal
acts ; they must have been ussociated in a common object.

2. Competency of Parties indicted to give Evidence.

Any one of several defendants who have heen indicted for misdemeanor and put upon their
trial together, is a competent witness against the rest, provided that, at any time before
verdict, a nolle prosequi in regard to him be entered, or a verdict of acquittal taken.

Held by the Court of Quecn’s Bench—
8. Counts for Misdemeanor— Venwe—7 Geo. 4. c. 64. s. 20.

A count for misdemeanor containing no statement of venue, either by special reference
to the marginal venue or otherwise was bad at common law after verdict, although a
venuefwas stated as usual inre;he margin of the indictment.(b) ’

Such defect could not be cu by 7 Geo. 4. c. 64. 8. 20, cnacting that no j
verdict, or confession, or default should be stayed for “wnnri of a p‘l)‘oi)‘gg:rel;:e:g::
venue, provided it shall appear by the indictment that the Court had jurisdiction over
the offence,” for * jurisdiction ” here meant local jurisdiction and not jurisdiction with
reference to the nature of the charge. The venue in the margin was insufficient, as it
only implied that the indictment was found by a grand jury of the county named ’

Held also, that a count alleging, without any statement of venue, that certain per;ions did
unlawfully assemble, &c.. and then charging, with a statement of venue, that the defen-
dants did ¢ unlawfully aid, abet, assist, comfort, and support and enct;urage ” the said
persons, even if bad at common law, because laid as regards a material fact without a
proper assignment of venue, was cured by 7 Geo. 4. c. 64. 8. 20, as an imperfect ve
because the indictment showed the Court to have jurisdiction.

(a) Afterwards Lord Cranworth, L.C.

(b) See now 14 & i5 Viet. c. 100. s. 23, which enacts “it shall not be necessa
venue in the body of any indictment, but the name of the county only, or other juﬁ%:‘t’io!;ta;:l
in the margin thereof shall be taken to be the venue for all the facts stated in the body of
indictment, provided that in cases where local description is or hereafter shall be required, s
local description shall be given in the body of the indictment.”” By s. 24 of the same Act,
indictn’l,ent for any offence shall be held insufficient . . . . for wantof a proper or p’er‘
venue.
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In August 1842 serious disturbances, (a)
beginning with & general strike against a
threatened reduction of wages, took place
in the Lancashire and Cheshire manufac-
turing districts, as hereinafter described.
Bands of strikers went about forcibly turn-
ing out the mill-hands and stopging the
mills, in many cases by taking the plugs
out of the engine boilers, whence the name

" ““Plug Riots” applied to these distur-

bances. Conflicts with the military oc-
curred st Blackburn and Preston. ﬁiv&l
agitations were being prosecnted at the
time for the repeal of the Corn Laws and
the establishment of the Charter, and
Chartist speakers urged the strikers to re-
main out until the Charter became law.
On August 9 the strikers marched into
Manchester, and all work was stopped in
the town and the surrounding district. On
August 16 and 17 a conference of leading
Chartists, including Feargus 0’Connor,
M*Douall, Cooper, and others, met in Man-
chester, and sanctioned the issne of a pla-
card known as the Executive Placard, and
signed by the five members of the Execu-
tive Committee of the National Charter
Associstion. The placard, which was
couched in violent lI;nguage (see below),
boasted that within fifty miles of Man-
chester every engine was at rest, and
urged the people to remain out until
the Charter became law. The conference
also issued an address a proving of
the Executive Placard, an containing
similar advice. $till moro serious distur.
bances occurred ut the same time in the
Potteries.(b)

A Special Commission having been
opened on October 10, at Liverpool, by
Lord Adbinger, C.B., Alderson, PB., and
Cresswell, J., for the trial of the Lancashire
offenders concerned in the late distur-
bances, (c) the grand jury found a true bill
against Feargus O'Connor and fifty-eight
others for a seditious conspiracy and other
misdemeanors,

The defendants traversed to the Spring
Assizes, aud on November 2 the indict.

(a) As 10 these disturbances, see Gammage's
History of the Chartist Movement, c. 52; the
Plug Plot, p. 234; the account of the Man-
chester Conference in Cooper’s Life, p. 207,
&c.; and debates in Hausard, vol. 68, p. 42;
for O’Connor, see Place MSS. 27,819 (27);
Alexander Somerville’s Book of a Dilj ent
Life, pp. 218-225; Forty Years’ Recollections
by Thomas Frost, pp. 169-209; Urquhart’s
4 Chartism,” * Diplomatic Review,” J uly 1878,
P- 227; asto Harney, ibid. 216 ; as to M‘Douall,
Somerville’s Autobiography of a Working Man,
PP- 422424, and 476.

(b) See Cooper’s trial, below.  The conspi-
racy, it is said, was organised in eight counties.”
E&tter of Alderson, B., quoted at p- 81 of his

e

(c') See Lord Abinger’s charge, below.

ment, at the instance of the Attorney Gene-
ral, was removed into the Queen’s Bench.

Laxcaster SpeiNe Assizes.
Sitting at Nisi Prius.
March 1, 1843.
Before Rorre, B., and a Special Jury.

Trial of Feargus O’Connor and others.

Mr, Baron Rolfe took his seat at nine
o'clock precisely, and the prothonotary,
having called over the list of special jurors,
some were excused on valid grounds from
serving, and others were fined 25l each
for non-attendance. As there were only
«nine persons remaining, s tales was ‘})rayed

for, and three others were added from
the common jury. The following are
their names :—

James Anderton, of Duxbury, Esq., Foreman.

James Rothwell Barnes, of Great Lever, Eaq.

Edward Brooke, of Rusholme, merchant.

Isaiah Ashley, of Kirkdale, merchant.

Thomas Edgeley, of Rusholme, merchant.

Forsyth William Smith, of Toxteth Park,

werchant.

Charles Armstrong, of Everton, merchant.

James Blyth, Plymouth Grove, Chorlton-upon-

Medlock.

Thomas Hague, of Wavertree, merchant.

Richard Harrison, of Burnley,

Charles Stores Kennedy.

William Scott.

Counsel for the Crown: the Attorney
| General (Sir Frederick Pollock),(a) Stuart
Wortley, Q.C.(b) 3 Sir Gregory Lewin, Q.C.;
Hildyard, and Pollock:. Counsel for the
defendants: Dundas, Q.C., Atherton(c) with
him for Robert Brooke. Baines, Q.C.,
Cobbett with bim for James Scholefield and
' William Scholefield; Atherton appeared

alone for James Fenton and William
- Stevenson.  Serjeant Murphy appeared
| for Thomas Razlton, John Durham, and
, Peter Murray M‘Douall. M‘Obrey ap-
' peared for John Thornton, James ooney,
and William Aitkin. The other defendants
- had no counsel, and choso to defend them-
selves. R

i The Attorney General said, that with
, respect to William Scholefield, his learned
i friend might dismiss all further concern.
He thought a nolle prosequi had been
issued ; but he would take a verdict of
. acquittal either now or at the end of the

! caso.
| Serjeant Murphy said he appeared for

Gleorge Joknson ; but that defendant “said
- he should prefer conducting his own case,
! and he therefore defended himself.

(@) Afterwards Lord Chief Baron.
! (b) Afterwards Recorder of London.
| (c) Afterwards Attorney General.
|
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Pollock opened the indictment,
was in the following form :—

Lancashire | The jurors for our Lady the Queen
to wit upon their oath present, that
Feargus O'Connor, late of Manchester, in the
county of Lancaster, labourer; Peter Murray
M¢‘Douall, James Scholefield, James Leach,
Christopher Doyle, John Campbell, Jonathan
Bairstow, Bernard M‘Cartney, James Arthur,
otherwise called James M*‘Arthur, David Ross,
Richard Otley, George Julisn Harney, James
Cartledge, Thomas Cooper, William Hill, Robert
Brooke, James Taylor, John Hoyle, John
Thornton, John Norman, Joseph Clarke, John
Mussey, John Fletcher, ‘Thomas Browne Smith,
Thomas Fraser, Jobn Allingon, James Grasby,
William Beesley, Jaumes Chippendale, Samuel
Parkes, Thomas Railton, Robert Ramsden,
James Mooney, Thomas Mahon, John Leach,
David Morrison, John Lomax, John Arran,
James Skevington, William Scholefield, Richa
Pilling, Willinm Aitkin, Sandy Challenger,
otherwise called Alexander Challenger, George
Candelet, John Dorham, James Fenton, William
Stephenson, John Crossley, Albert Woolfenden,
Robert Lees, John Lewis, Patrick Murphy
Brophy, George Johnson, Thomas Storah,
William Booth, John Wilde, William Wood-
ruffe, Frederick Augustus Taylor, Thomas Pitt
(all described as late of the same place, la-
bourer), together with divers other evil-dis-
posed persons, to the jurors aforesaid as yet
unknown, up the first day of August, in the
sixth year of the reign of our Sovereign Lady
Victoria, and on divers other days and times
between that day and the first day of October |
in the year aforesaid, at the parish of Manches- :

which
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together, and by violence, threats and intimida-
| tions to divers other persons bheing then peace-
able subjects of this realm, forced the said last-
mentioned subjects to leave their occupations
: and employments and thereby impeded and
. stopped the labour employed in the lawful and
: peaceable carrying on by divers large numbers
of the subjects of this realm of certain trades,
! manufactures and businesses, and thereby caused
! great confusion, terror and alarm in the minds
of the peaceable subjects of this realm,

' charged that afterwards the defendanta—

| on the first day of August in the year aforesaid
'and on divers other dayx and times between
that day and the first day of October in the
I year aforesaid, at the parish aforesaid, in the
| county aforesaid, together with divers other
, evil-disposed persons to the jurors aforesaid as
yet urknown, the defendants did unlawfully
| conspire, combine, confederate, and agree to-
' gether to aid, abet, assist, comfort, support
and encourage the said evil disposed persons
in this count first-meantioned, to continue and
persist in the said unlawful assemblings, threats,
intimidations, and violence, and in the said
. impeding and stopping of the labour employed
1in the said trades, manufactures, and busi-
nesses, with intent thereby to cause terror and
" alarm in the minds of the peaceable subjects
, of this realm, and by meaus of such terror
,and alarm, violently and unlawfully to cause
and procure certain great changes to he made
in the constitution of this realm, as by law
established, against the peace of our said Lady
| the Queen, her crown and dignity.

The fourth count was in precisely the

ter, in the county of Lancaster, unlawfully did I same terms as the third, except that it
conspire, confederate, and agree together, by ' omitted the words *‘ conspire, combine,

causing to be brought and gathered together
divers unlawful tumultuous and riotous assem-
blies of seditious and evil disposed persons in
various parts of thix realm, and by forcing and
compelling divers of Her Majesty’s peaceable
subjects, being then employed in their respective
trades, manufactures, and occupations, to desist
and depart from their respective employments
and work, and by divers seditious and mmflam.
matory speeches, libels, placards, and other
publications, to create alarm, discontent, and
confusion, with intent thereby unlawfully to
effect and bring about a change in the laws
and constitution of this realm, against the peace
of our said Lady the Queen, her crown and
dignity.

The second count was for unlawfully
conspiring—
by force and violence, and by creating alarm,
discontent, tumalt, and confusion, uniawfully to

effect and bring about a change in the laws and
constitution of this realm.

The third court, after reciting that—
heretofore on the first day of August,in the
year aforesaid, and on divers other days and
times between that day and the first day of
October, in the year aforesaid, and at divers
places within this realm divers evil-disposed
persons unlawfully and tumultuously assembled

\ confederate, and agree together,” and
! simply charged that the defendants ¢ did
| unlawfully aid, abet,” &c.

daghe fifth count charged that the defen-
1 ts—

together with divers other evil-disposed persons
to the jurors aforesaid as yet unknown, after-
wards, to wit, on the first day of August in the
year aforesaid, and ondivers other days between
that day and the first day of October in the year
aforesaid, together with divers other evil-dis-
posed persons, to the jurors as yet unknown,
unlawfully did endeavour to excite Her Majesty’s
liege subjects to disaffection and batred of her
laws, and unlawfully did endeavour to persuade
and encourage the said liege subjects to unite,
confederate, and agree to leave their several and
respective employments, and to produce a cessa-
tion of labour, throughout a large portion
this realm, with intent, and in order by
doing, to bring about and produce a change .
the laws and constitution of this realm, again
the peace of our said Lady the Queen, h
crown and dignity.

The sixth count charged the defendant:
with conspiring—
“to asscmble and meet together unlawfully

riotously, and tumultuously, and to caure diver:
other persons to assemble and meet togethe-
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anq by threats, menaces, violence, und intimi- ! force, violence, menaces, and intimida-
dation unlawfully to force, and endeavour to ! tion, to prodace such a degree of alarm

force, divers of Her Majesty’s peaceable sub-
jects to depart from their employ-

ment and work, aguinst the peace of the Queen, !

&e.”

The seventh was for—
“ unlawfully iaciting and stirring up, aud en-
deavouring to incite and stir up, great numbers
of Her Majesty’s liege subjects, with force of
arms, unlawfully, riotously, and tumultnously,
to assemble together, and by threats, violence,
snd intimidation, unlawfully to force, and en-
deavour to force, divers of Her Majesty’s sub-
jects to depart from their employment and work.”

The eighth,—
“ that the defendants and divers others did un-
lawfully meet and assemble together in a for-
midable and menacing manner, with clubs,
sticks, and other offensive weapous to disturb
the tranquillity, peace, and good order of this
realm, and in contempt of Iler Majesty the

Queen, and against her peace, her crown, and !

dignity.”
The ninth was the common count for
riot.

OrpeNiNG SpEecH POR THE CROWN.

Attorney General: May it please Yyour
Lordship and gentlemen of the jury, I
can assure you most unfeignedly, that I
never rose to discharge a more painful
duty than it is now my lot to discharge
this day, nor one in which I consider the
responsibility cast on those who have ad-
vised the Crown to be greater than it is on
the present occasion, while for a moment

I nllude to circumstances, which more or '
less must be in the knowledge of every-

one of you, as probably they are of almost

every person in Court, while I advert to !

them but for a moment, in order teo
caution you against any impression which
you may have received with respect to
any individual before you came into that
box. Itis scarcely possible not to entertain
a strong impression of the danger and the
mischief that might arise from offences
such as are imputed in the indictment, if
indeed they have been committed by any
of the defendants. Geutlemen, 1 would
call your attention exclusively on this oc-
casion to the evidence that will be Jaid
before you, and I etate at the outset,
without the slightest difficulty, that if
you are not satisfied of the guilty partici-
pation of every defendant, let all those
who have, by their own evidence, or by
the weakness of the case for the prosecu-
tion raised » favourable doubt in your
minds, have the benefit of that doubt,
and by your verdict be acquitted. Gen-
tlemen, the offence imputed to the de-
fendants is that of endeavouring, by large
assemblies of persons, accompanled by

! and terror throughout the country, as to
lproduce a change in some of the funda-
mental points of the constitution of this
, country. I shall not stop here to inqaire,
nor shall I detain you & moment to dis-
' cuss, the merits or demerits of the change,
: nor the beauty of the- constitution under
. which we live, nor the happiness which
1 it may, or may not, shed around those
 who have the blessing to live under it
I am here not to discuss any political
subject whatever. I am not here to praise
| the constitution ; I am here for the par-
- pose merely of vindicating the law. I
I doubt not his Lordship will tell you that
, the course of proceedings which I have
| adverted to is illegal, and that it is no
! by such proceedings that any change of
whatever sort is to be brought about in
the constitution of this country; and if
you are satisfied by the evidence that the
| respective defendants have taken s part
in a proceeding which had this for its
object, and that these means which I have
adverted to were the means to be resorted
to by them, then it will be your painfu!
duty to find them guilty. Gentlemen, a3
little have I to do with the political origin
of the meetings to which I must first call
your attention. I lzrogose to enter into
no secret history of the motives of any
individual anterior to the time when first
the law was violated. I propose not to
enter into any inquiry as to what were the
i circumstances that led to the commission
of these otfences, beyond what is abso-
lutely necessary to render the facts iu-
telligible to you. And, gentlemen, having
thus stated to you th> duty that 1 con-
ceive I have to perform, and entreated you
to dismiss from your recollection any cir-
| camstance tending to cast any prejudice,
or which may weigh against any of the
prisoners individually, I shall proceed, as
:shortly as I can, to narrate the facts
!which I tpropo.\m to lay before you as
: matters of evidence.
Gentlemen, somewhere about July 26,
there was a meeting hcld at Ashton-
under-Lyne, which is about six miles to
" the east of Manchester. At that meeting
the defendant William Woodruffe was
' chairman, and another of the defendants,
of the name of Pilling, was present, and
was called upon to speak; Woodruffe
exhorted the people to give over work
until they could get a fair day’s wages
:for a fair day's work. He then called
upon Pilling to address the meeting.
‘The language which Pilling used wal
| very strong, and particularly directed
. agaiust the owners of mills. A person
named Aitkin, one of the detendants, said
- he wonld advise the cotten lords to keep
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within the precincts of their own palaces, Johu Leach, Thomas Storah, Thomas Ma-
a8 the dark nights were coming on, aud  hon, and William Stephenson spoke. At
some bold hand more daring than the rest , that meeting it was stated that on the
would reckon with them, for the reckon- | following day there should be a general
ing day was near, and & bloody reckoning ' turn-out, and, that no one should return
it was likely to be. Gentlemen, shortly | to work till the Charter became the law

Tricl of Feargus O'Connor and others, 1843.

before this it appearsthere bad been some
reductions made by the masters in the
wages of those they employed; I think

of the laud. On thap occasion, Muirhouse
used langusage, of which, I believe, this is
o correct statement——

there had been as many as two or three
reductions, and the last preceding reduc-
tions had been carried into effect in the | Attorney General: I am not aware that
month of April in the last year. Some of | Muirhouse is a defendant. I stated that
the observations of this meeting were | he used this language, and I am perfectly
made with reference to the expected re- | correct in stating to yom that what the
duction of wages. Thers were other ' chairman was permitted upinterruptedly
meetings, at one of which notice was to state is at least evidence of the inten-
given of a further mecting to take place tion of those who were present; and at
on Sunday, August7, at Mottram Moor, or ! that meeting I believe several of the de-

Dundas : My Lord, I do not think that
Muirhouse’s name is in the indictment.

Wedensough Green, about four miles from 1
Ashton, where the Chartists had been in !
the babit of holding their camp mecetings.
In the meantime, of the manufacturers,
who had given notjce of an intended reduc-
tion of wages, I believe all except one had |
-withdrawn their notice of reduction; but:
on Friday, August 5, one house having
.continued its noticc—a sort of meeting of
the masters and men at that factory oc-
curred, at which something was said that |
gave offence to the men. I can hardly
gupposc that it was intended to give that
offence. It, however, did create much
offence, and the men immediately aban-
doned their work, and that, I believe, was
the first eccasion of what is called the '
turn-out. On Saturday, August 6, there |
was a procession of not less than fifteen
or sixteen thousand perscns who went
through Newton, headed by Jokn Dur-
ham
Gregory :(a) Fifteen or sixtcen hundred.
Attorney General: Another defendant
and Jokn Crossley. On Sunday, August 7,
there were two meetings, one iun the fore-
noon and anotherin theafternoon. Muir-
house, thechairman, addressed the mecting,
and then, gentlemen, perhaps for the first
time, the object of the meeting was dis-
dinctly avowed. Muirhouse told the meet-
ing that it was neither a wage question,
nor a religious question. It was a national
.question, ana their object was to make
what was commonly called the People’s
‘Charter the law of the land. On that oc-
casion Candelet, one of the defendants
spoke, and Wilde, who is now, I believe,
suffering under sentence at Chester,(b) was
another who addressed that meeting. At
two o’clock in the afternoon there was a
larger meeting at which the defendants

(a) Solicitor for the prosecution.

(b) Tried and convicted before Lord Abinger,
C.B., at the Cheshire Special Commission for
seditious conspiracy, and sentenced to be im-
prisoned for two years in Chester Castle.

fendants werc actually present.

“The people had been told of the evils we
labour under; and 1 am requested to tell you
that to-morrow a meeting will take place at
Stalybridge, at five o'clock in the morning, when
we will proceed from factory to factory ; and all
the hands that will not willingly come out, we
will turn them out; and when we are out, we
will remaio out till the Charter, the only guaran-

‘ tee you have for your wages, hecomes the law

of the land. I hope to meet you all to-morrow
at Stalybridge, when we will join hand in hand
in this great national turn-out.”

Gentlemen, there was a meeting on the
following morning, at Haigh, near Staly-
bridge; there were from two to three
thousand persons present; and there was
o placard at that meeting :—

** The men of Stalybridge will follow wherever
danger points the way.” .

Another placard was :—

©They that perish by the sword are better
than they that perish by hunger.”

Gentlemen, that meeting proceeded first
to Messrs. Harrison’s; they there turned
all the hands out, and stopped the mills;
they then proceceded to Mesers. Lee's,
where they did not find the same wil-
lingness to receive their proposal to sto
labour. The burst open the doors, ang
by force they did that which at Harrison's
they were able to do merely by their pre-
sence and appearance.

Gentlemen, it was arranged that they
should meet the following morning, ar
something was said about going to Mt
chester; and at & very early hour
Tuesday, August 9, there were mec
ings at Hyde, at Stalybridge—(the defe
dant Pilling was there)—and at Ashton
and from the places where they al
assembled, they determined to marc
upon Manchester. And accordingly, som
thoneands of persons, you will find, wit.
a certain description of arms, with blu¢
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geons and banners—having some appear-
ance of military rank, and array, and
order—marched upon the town of Man-
chester; and, finding the military very
near the entrance of the town, they
halted, and there was a sort of parley
between them, the magistrate and the
military. To the remonstrances of the
magistrate they answered, that their ob-
jeot was peace, law, and order ; and they
promised faithfully to keep the peace, and
to commit no disorder of any kind. The
magistrate withdrow the military, and
putting himself—not oxactly at their head
as a leader, but for the purpose of point-
ing out to them, I suppose, where t-hei
might go with propriety, and to watc

them, t%at they did no mischief—the ma-
gistrate placed himself along with them,

"and they marched into the town together ;

the military having been withdrawn to

prevent any hostile conflict. They bad
scarcely got into the town, when those

who were rather in the rear separated
themselves from the rest; and forming
into various bands went from street to
street, and from house to house, and took
possession of the town. For three days
the shops were shut up; all labour was
stopped ; portions of the mob went from
place to place; not merely at the mills,
but at every place where the labour of
man was used, they went and enjoined
the cessation of labour. Insome instances
they demanded bread; in others, they
accepted money ; but, for three days,
Meanchester was in a state of the most
lawless riot and confusion. The follow-
ing week was _remarkable at Manchester,
for the introduction of some other pro-
ceedings, still more threateniug in their
aspect than perhaps the assemblages of
these persons already described. It ap-
pears that at that time there had been
sitting at Manchester a collection of dele-
gates or persons in the Trades’ Union (a);
and I beg to call your attention to a reso-
lation of the trades, which was put forth
on Friday, August 12. Gentlemen, the
resolution was this:—

«That we, the delegates representing the’

various trades of Manchester and its vicxmtigs,
with delegates from various parts of Lancashire
and Yorkshire, do most emphatically declare,

that it is our solemn and conscientions conviction !

that all the evils that afflict society, and which
have prostrated the energies of the great body
of the producing classes, arise solely from class
legislation; and that the only remedy for the
present alarming distress and widespread desti-
tution is the immediate and unmutilated adoption
and carrying into law, of the document known as
the People’s Charter.— That this meeting recom-

(a) See history of Trades’ Unions, Place
MSS. (B.M.), 27,799, &e.

i mend the people of all trades and callings forth-
with to cease work, until the above document
becomes the law of the land.

I may here incidentally remark, that, if
a number of persons had formed the de-
sign of going about the country, from
place to place, for the purpose of creating
a cessation of labour, and compelling the
public authorities of the country to adopt
a particular change in the constitution,
all those, who, in any way, afforded en-
couragement of any sort to the persons
who were 80 acting, became, what in law
are called, accessories—whether before or
after the fact, would make very little
difference ; for, in a case of misdemeanor,
which this is, all accessories arc principals ;
all who aid, ¢ncourage, assist, or fcment
this description of offence, are themselves
guilty of that which they encourage in
others.

By this time, the state of Manchester had
attracted the attention of the authorities
there, and also the authorities in London ;
and on the 14th there was a proclamation
. igsued by the magistrates of their own

authority, and on the 15th there was a
proclamation issued in the name of the
i Queen by the executive government. And
! after those proclamations, calling upon
every one to observe the peace, to abstain
| from giving encouragement to the vio-
! lence of others, it became still more and
| more the duty of all persons who were
" determined to obey the law, or who were
! not determined to disobey it, to abstain
‘ from any proceeding that could give en-

. couragement, directly or indirectly, to
"those who were still going about the
country, from place to place, by inti-
midation, to turn out tgose who were
anxious to continue at work for their
masters. On the Monday there was a
rmeeting of trades at, I think, the
,“ Sherwood Inn,” Tib Street; and
| they adjourned to the Carpenters’ Hall.
| You will find, that at that meeting various
motions and resolutions were carried ; and
"at length it was determined to issue &
placard, to which I think it right to call
: your attention.

! « LIBERTY.

| “Liberty to the trades of Manchester and
the surrounding districts.— Fellow-workmen, we
hasten to lay before you the paramount import-
ance of this day’s proceedings. The delegates
from the surrounding districts have been more
numerous at this day’s meeting than they were
at yesterday's, and the spirit and determination
manifested for the people’s rights have increased
every hour. In consequence of the unjust and
unconstitutional interference of the magistrates
our proceedings were abruptly brought to a close
by their dispersing the meeting; but not until,
in their very teeth, we passed the following reso-
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lution: —¢ Resolved—That the delegates in pub-
lic meeting assembled, do recommend to the
various constituencies which we represent, to
adopt all legal means to carry into effect the
People’s Charter ; and further we recemmend
that delegates be sent through the whole of the
country to endeavour to obtain the co-operation
of the middle and working classes in carrying
out the resolution of ccasxing labour until the
Charter become the law of the land.’— English-
men, legally determine to maintain the peace
and well-being of society ; and show, by your
strict adherence to our resolution. that we are
your true representatives. Do your daty. We
will do ours. We meet again to-morrow: and
the result of our deliberations will be fully laid
before you.”

Now, gentlemen, I have read to you
every word of this. There occar in it ex-
pressions with respect 1o ““legal means,”
and ‘* keeping the peace.” Gentlemen, I
am afraid that those who directed the
framing that paragraph would probably
differ from the views which his Bordship
will probably lay down to you, as to what
are the legal means by which such objects
may be carried into effect; but it will be
for you to judge whether, because the
language of ‘‘ peace, law, and order” is
upon the lips of those who use such ex-
pressions, accompanied by very different
conduct—it will be for you to judge how
far these expressions, which are used in
a placard put forth to the public, really
convey the intention of those who use
them ; or whether they arc used with the
intention todepart from those professions,
whenever a convenient opportunity may
occur.

Gentlemen, on Tuesday, August 16,
there was another meeting, not now of
the trades, but there was a meeting of de-
legates,(a) forming a sort of convention
to represent the people of England, from
different parts of the country: and I be-
lieve that not less than from forty to
sixty or seventy delegates arrived at Mun-
chester. At one of the meetings, un-
doubtedly, about forty actually attended.

(a) Delegates to the Conference of the Na-
tioual Charter Association, founded by Feargus
O’Connor. Each town or district possessed an
association of Chartists, who subscribed 1d. a
week. Each of the district associations had a
president, treasurer, aud secretary. Members
were also expected to take quarterly tickets at
2d. each, the mouey to go towards the expenses
of the executive con.mittee of five, each of whom
received 30s. a week, and was expectcd to give
his whole time to the movement. Each town
or district which had an association had the
privilege of sending declegates to the confe-
rence:%wld frcm time to time on condition of
providing their expenses.—Mr. Gregory’s report
on the disturbances. Treasury Solicitor’s Iapers,
2677.
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Gentlemen, at that meeting an address
was considered and approved, as an ad-
dress to bo printed and published to the
people of England. It was an address
from five persons, styling themselves
**The Executive Committee of the Na-
tional Association for carrying the Char-
ter,” and I now beg to call your attention
to the contents of that paper. The proof-
sheet of this paper, corrected in the hand-
writing of one of the defendnnts—I think
Peter Murray M*‘Douall —will be prodaced
in evidence before you ; and with respect
to his participation in it, it woald be idle
to suggest any doubt, because the proof-
sheet was ectaally corrected by himself,
in his own hand-writing. I beg to cail
your attention to the title of this placard.
It is an

¢ Address of the Executive Committee of the
National Chartist Association to the people.”

‘‘ Brother Chartists, — The great political
truths which have been agitated during the last
half-century have at length aroused the degraded
and insulted white slaves of England to a sense
of their duty to thewmselves, their children, and
their country. Tens of thousauds have flung
down their implements of labour. Your task-
masters tremble at your energy, and expecting
masses eagerly watch this the great erisis of our
cause. Labour must no longer be the common
prey of masters and rulers. Intelligence has
beamed upon the mind of the bondsman; and
he has been convinced, that all wealth, comfort,
and produce, everything valuable, useful, and
elegant, have sprung from the palms of his
hands ; he feels that his cottage 15 empty, his
back thiuly clad, his childreu breadless, himself
hopeless, his mind harrassed, and his body pun-
ished, that undue riches, luxury, and gorgeous
plenty, might be heaped in the palaces of the
task-masters, and flooded into the granaries of
the oppressor. Nature, God, and reason, have
condemned this inequality ; und in the thunder
of a people’s voice it must perish tor ever. He
kncws that labour, the real property of society,
the sole origin of accumulated property, the
first cause of all national wealth, and the only
supporter, defender, and contributor to the
greatness of our couutry, is not possessed of the
sume legal protection which is given to those
lifeless effects, the houses, ships, and machinery
which labour have alone created.

“ Therefore it is that we have solemnly sworn,
and one and all declared, that the golden oppor-
tunity now within our grasp shail not pass away
fruitless ; that the chance of cen:uries, afford~4
to us by a wixe and all-secing God. shali not |
lost; but that we do now universally resol
never to resume labour, until labour’s grievanc
are destroyed, and protection secured to out
selves, our suffering wives, and helpless children
by the enactment of the People’s Charter
koglishmen ! the blood of your brethren reddens
the streets of Preston and Blackburn "——

Gentlemen, I regret deeply to say, thai
at Preston and Blackburn there had bee-
o conflict with the military, which ur
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fortunately did terminate in bloodshed.
Now you perceive the language there is
used with reference to that event.

“ Englishmen ! the blood of your brethren
reddens the streets of Preston and Blackburn,
and the murderers thirst for more. Be firm, be
courageous, be men! DPence, law, and order,
have prevailed oi1 our side—let them be revered
until your brethren in Scotland, Wales, and
Ireland are informed of your resolution ; and
when a universal holiday prevails, which will be
the case in eight days, then of what use will

bayonets be against public opinion? What '

tyran: can then Jive above the terrible tide of
thought and energy, which is now flowing fast,
under the guidance of man's intellect, which is
now destined by a Creator to elevate his people
above the reach of want, the rancour of despotism,
and the penalties of bon ? The trades, a
noble, patriotic band, have taken the lead in
declaring for the Charter, and drawing their gold
from the keeping of tyrants. Follow their ex-
ample. Lend no whip to rulers therewith to
scourge you.

“ Intelligence has reached us of the wide-
sprendiag of the strike; and now, within fifty
miles of Manchester, every engine is at rest, and
all is still, save the miller’s useful wheels aud
friendly sickle in the fields.”

Gentlemen, that was perfectly “true.
Within fifty miles of Manchester, all was
still; but 1n what way that stillness was
produced, whether by the spontaneous
wish of all persons who were com{)elled to
observe that stillness, you shall judge
to-day by the evidence; and then you
must farther judge whether those who

*)enned this document could by possibility
he ignorant, that though nndoubtedly a |

large portion of that rest from labour was
accepted cheerfully by many, a very con-
siderable proportion of it—I believe I’
should not be wrong if I said the greater '
part of it—was imposed upon a reluctant .
population by the activity, force, and'
threats of those who went from place to
place to produce & compulsive abandon- '
ment of labour. :

“ Countrymen and brothers, centuries may |
roll on, as they have fleeted past, before such |
universal action may again be displayed: we |
have made the cast for liberty; and we must
stand, like meun, the hazard of the die. Let none
despend.  Let all be cool and watchful, and,
like the bridesmeids in the parable, keep your
lamps burning ; and let your continued resolution
be like a beacon to guide those who are now
hastening, far and wide, to follow your memo-
rable example. Brethren, we rely upon your
firmness ; cowardice, treachery, or womanly fear,
would cast our cause back fur half a century.
Let no man, woman, or child, break down the
solemn pledge ; and, if they do, may the curse
of the poor aud starving pursue them—they
deserve slavery who would madiy court it.

Our machinery ix all arranged, and yoar cause
will, in three days e impelled onward by all the

l intellect we can summon to its aid: therefore,
i whilst you are peaceful, be firm ; whilst you are
i orderly, make all be =0 likewise ; and whilst you
i look to the law, remember that you had no
voice in making it, and are therefore the slaves
to the will, the law, und the price of your mas-
ters. All officers of the association are called
upon to aid and assist in the peaceful extension
of the movement, and to forward all moneys for
| the use of the delegates who may be expressed
t over the country. Strengthen our hauds at this
| crisis. Support your leaders. Rally round our
| sacred cause, and leave the decision "'——

Now where, gentlemen, do you think
the decision is left after these appeals to
‘‘ peace, law, and order,” and to * peace-
ful struggle P

‘“ Leave the decision to the God of justice and
of battle.”

Gentlemen, this placard was extensively
dispersed over Manchester, and it became
a sort of rallying point to the varions meet-
ings that took place afterwards; and the
question that you have to decide with
I regard to all those who are concerned in
i the framing and puiting forth of that
i placard—is whether in the entire scope
. and object of that publication you do not
! find a direct encouragement to those per-
' sons who were going about the country
. from factory to factory, and from mill to
 mill,—I might say almost from house to

house,—to suspend labour of every kind,
; and to do it by force and menace, in order
" to carry out that change in the constitu-
- tion_which would be eifected by making
! the Pe.ple’s Charter the law of the land.
Gentlemen, yon will have evidence given
+ of what occurred at the meeting of dele-
. gates ; and as against one of the defen-
dants, I mean M?r F., 0’'Connor, you will
have the clearest evidence of his partici-
ation in it, by & direct allusion to it in
is own newspaper, the Northern Star, to
which his name is affixed as a proprietor,
and for the contents of which he is re-
sponsible. Gentlemen, I propose first to
read to you, from the Northern Star of the
20th of August & few expressions whick
clearly connect Mr. Feargus O'Connor
with ihe publication of that document.
Gentlemen, I think it perfectly right here
to say, that, I believe that before this
time, many paragraphs had been pub-
lished in the Northern Star, dissuading
the people from taking the course that
they seemed to be bent upon; and what-
ever benefit in any way Mr. Feargus
O’Conior can derive from a candid ad-
mission on my part, I admit at once, that,
prior to this time, apparently the Northern
Star was directed against the strike. But
from the paper which I hold in my hand
you cannot doubt that for some Treason
—whether because the impulse seemed to
be 8o strong—whether the current seemed
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10 be 80 irresistible that it was no longer
of any use to stem it—whether he was
carried along by that current, or whether,
seeing that there was such a prospect of
Chartism becoming the law of the land,
Mr. Feargus O'Connor thought the time
was come when a use might be made of
the turn-out, I know not; 1 deal with the
facts merely a8 they are before me.

On the 20th of August the following
paragraph appeared in the Northern Star
1n reference to the meeting of delegates in
conference in Manchester :—

“This body was driven by the ¢troublous
times’ from the consideration of the particular
matters and things for which it was summoned.
The all-absorbing interest of the ¢ strike’ move-
ment was forced on the attention of its members
as a first object of consideration. It being known
that the sitting of this body was to commence on
Monday, it was generally understood and believed
that they would take up the subject; and the
decision to which they might come as to the
course of action to be commended was looked
for by hundreds of thousands with an intenseness
of anxiety perfectly indescribable.

“The conference commenced its session at
two p.m., and continued, by adjournments, till
about seven on Wednesday evening.”

And then he gives the statement :—

« Their deliberations were, as might be ex-
pected, most anxious; the discussions most ani-
mated and earnest, and while some difference
prevailed on the course to be recommended
to the people, one soul and purpose seemed to
animate the entire assembly as to the necessity
of enforcing, by every means in their indivi-
dual and collective power, the observance of
peace, law, and order by and among the people.
Each member, in the first instance, stated to the
conference, so far as he had the means of
knowing it, the state of his own district, and
the opinion of his constituents in reference to
“ the strike.”

« A general, anxious, and protracted discussion
then ensued upon the question of adopting the
following resolution of the delegates :—

¢ That whilst the Chartist body did not ori-
ginate the present cessation from labour, the
conference of delegates from various parts of
England express their deep sympathy with their
constituents, the working men now on strike ;
and that we strongly approve the extension and
continuance of their present struggle until the
People’s Charter becomes a legislative enactment,
and decide forthwith to issue an address to that
cffect; and piedge ourselves, on our return to
our respective localities, to give a proper direction
to the people’s efforts.’

«Every speaker was restricted to five min
utes, and no man allowed to speak twice on the
same question. An amendment was proposed,
differing from the resolution in phraseology,
but baving the same purport. Another amend-
ment was proposed to the effect that—¢The
information 1laid before this conference by
the several delegates of whom it is composed
does not warrant this conference in now re-
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commending to the people any national strike
or holiday, or in any way mixing up the Chartist
name and movement with the present strike for
wages, subsisting in some districts, and origi-
nated, as this conference believes, by the Anti-
Corn Law League; not seeing any means whereby
the said strike can now be made a successful
effort for the carrying of the People’s Charter;
while at the same time this conference deceply
sympathise with their oppressed brethren on
strike, and admire the spirit of energy and
patriotism with which the trades of Manchester
and at other places have declared for the People’s
Charter.”

The narrative goes on after alluding to
this amendment :—

“ After almost every member had spoken
upon the question it was put, and the original
resolution carried by a large majority.”

Now observe what that original reso-
lation was:—

“ That the meeting pledge themselves to assist
the people in their present struggle, and put
the Charter on the issue of the strike then going
on.”

“Itis but fair to state that a considerable
majority of delegates were from the districts
actually out and taking part in the struggle.
After the adoption of the above resolution the
following address was agreed to nem. con. The
mover and supporters of the amendment decm-
ing it both unuecessary and unwise to maintain
an opposition, which, from being persisted in
when scen to be powerless, might justly have
been considered factious.”

IThe Attorney General read from the
Northern Star the following passages
from the address adopted at the confer-
ence, remarking that the paper was only
evidence against the defendant O’Connor,
its proprietor, but that the address would
be proved independently.]

“You have not struck, you have been
stricken ; but let the stroke recoil upon the
tyrants who have so cruclly arrayed themselves
against the interests of labour.

¢ Brothers, these are not times to hesitate !
The corn has a golden hue while your visages
are pale, but hope for change and better times,
We are fortunate in having an accredited
Executive, bearing the confidence of all, at our
head.”

Gentlemen, that is the Execative Com-
mittee of five persons whose address,
ending with an appeal to the ‘ God of
justice and of battle,” I have already re
to you.(a)

“ They, too, have called upon you. You 1
read their address ; it breathes a bold and mar.
spirit. We could not, in times like the pr
sent, withhold from them, your servants, o
cordial support, as in union alone is security
be fonnd, and from unanimity alone can succes
be expected.

(a) Above, p. 948,
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* Brothers, the trudes have issued a noble
address.(a) It breathes a spirit worthy of old
laws and old English liberties. This, brothers, is
the time for courage, prodence, caution, watch-
fulness, and resolution.

¢ In conclusion, brothers, we would, above all
things, counsel you against the destruction of
life or property.

“ Remain firm to your principles, which are
to be found in the document entitled the
People’s Charter.”

On & subsequent day, on September 3,
Mr. F. Q’Connor published another number
of the Northern Star, in a leading column
of which he gives an account of the meet-
ing of delegates. It is in the form of a
letter, but I believe that is the usual
manner in which Mr, O’Connor puts a
leading article into his paper. This is &
letter from Mr. Feargus O'Connor, ad-
dressed to the imperial Chartists. He
says, amongst other things,—

“ I'he delegates arrived at eight. Of course I
dou't know any of them, as it appears that Sir
C. Shaw has a desire to learn their names. I
was one. We sat from cight to twelve in calm
discussion, but no course was decided upon.
When Mr. Hargraves arrived, it was unani-
mously resolved, very much against my will,
that neither I nor any other delegate should
absent himself for the purpose of attending the
Carpenters’ Hall meeting, and a message was
sent to Rev. Mr. Scholefield to request him to
make that communication to the meeting at
Cuarpenters’ Hall, which he did.

“On Wednesday we met again, forty, and |

very excellent men. 1 believe there were exact-
ly forty, Mr. ()’Connor and Griffin made forty-
two. We sat all day. There were two resolu-
tions and one address passed, and that was all
the business done. I seconded the address,
which was carried by a great majority. I pro-
posed one of the resolutions, which was carried
unsnimously. I drew up the address, the only
address that was passed by the delegates,
and, curious to say, the Northern Star was
the only paper in England that published any
one of the acts of the conference, and 1t
published every one of them. I never saw
s0 good a feeling pervade any meeting of
the people’s leaders, never in my life. All
was union and harmony. At the close of
the proceedings, and after the chairman had
vacated the chair, some one asked —Tom Styles
of Snookstown, I think—whether or no the
placard that professed to come from the Execu-
tive [the one that uppeals to the ¢God of
battle’] should appear in the Star? 1 said,
¢Yes, as an advertisement, and 1 will pay for
it” At ten o'clock I walked down to Mr. Hey-
wood’s. He was out. I remained till he re-
turned, and the first word he said was, * Well,
sir, the poor devil that printed the placard pur-
porting to emanate from the Executive has
been seized, and his press and type are all
taken,’ and, I believe, gentlemen, in consequence

(a) Above, p. 946.
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« of that circumstance, the address did not appear
" in the Northern Star.” l

i Now, gentlemen, I have not mentioned
! every ono of the defendants by name;
but I shall, for a very short time call your
attention to one of the defendants before
I enter on the evidence—Mr. Scholefield,
the elder. Mr. Scholeficld himself gave
 the use of his chapel for this meeting; he
' was present, and you will hear from the
| witnesses the language used at the meet.
, ing by the several defendants. Several of
. the speakers alluded distinctly to the use
; of direct physical force. I know that the
]object of many of the Chartists was to
' carry out their views without having re-
i course to physical force ; but, as to some
' of the de?endant.s, you will find that one
' man(a) in particular stated that he came
_from a district where force had been re-
sorted to.

“ I have been,”

said he,

«at Birmingham, Bilston, and the Potteries,
and I have witnessed the feeling of resolution
among the people. I will support the resolu-
tion without making a long speech on it, because
1 believe the people in Staffordshire and many
other parts are determined to fight, and are
prepared for the worst. The Shakespearians of
Leicester will not be behind in the cause. No-
thing will gain our object but showing that we
! are prepared to fight.”

Gentlemen, language of this kind used
lin the presence of other persons who make
no objection to it—who hear a speaker of
this kind, who take his vote on an ad-
dress —who reckon him as one of them-
selves, and then put forth some address
with phrases “ of law, peace, and order ; ”
why, gentlemen, I might mnake here an
appeal to your good sense if you can find
any meaning in thesc phrases that justly
should bring impunity and uittal to
any of the parties present. It is my
duty, and I can assure you, gentlemen, a
most painful duty it is, to bring under
your cognizance all these circumstances,
and to ask you what is the construction
you put upon them as men of sense and
experience. As to the language used
and the conduct adopted, ask you
whether those persons who put forth this
address and passed these resolutions, and
published them, can possibly be con-
sidered in any other light than as asso-
ciates with the more unfortunate and
less enlightened parties who were goin

from town to town, and from mill to mill,
encouraged by those addresses,—I might
almost say provoked by them—into the

(6) Thomas Cooper. See his trial at Staf-
ford, below, 1249, .
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excesses which otherwise they might have
escaped P
Gentlemen, I mentioned that Mr.
Scholefield, the proprietor of a chapel,
had given it up for the use of the meet-
ing. He was present when they delibe-

rated ; he was there perfectly cognizant -

of what was going on, and it will be for
you to consider whether by any over-
whelming fear he was obliged to be there,
whether he was not a part or parcel of the

conference, and whether he did not assent
Let me call your at- .

to its proceedings.
tention to some words uttered by him at
Carpenters’ Hall while the delegates were
sitting in his house. I understand there
was a tea party at Carpenters’ Hall in
honour of some memorial to Hunt.(a)

“1 am glad,”
said Mr. Scholefield,

“to see you so comfortable under the circum-
stances in which you are placed. 1 have a duty
to perform with a friend (Mr. O’Connor). 1
have left him with other friends of the people
advising pians to carry on the movement, that
is, the people’s cause. I have to state, consider-
ing the exact state of the town, that it would
be better if Mr. O’Connor did not appear at
this meeting. The cause may he retarded fora
short time, but it will again raise up its head if
our leaders are not taken. The object of our
enemies is to seize our leaders; but the com-
mittee thought it best to deprive them of that
opportunity.”

Mr. Scholefield it appears was actively
employed in going from one meeting to
another, as well as giving the use of his
house to the delegates; and it will be for
you to say in what light he appears. I
own it would be to me a matter of some
gratification to find that, with reference
to him, some mistake had been committed
as in the case of his son. I should rejoice
as much as anyone in the inuocence of
any one defendant before yom to-day.
But I have a duty to perform to you and
to the public at large, and painful as that
duty may be in many respects, it is im-
possible for me to shrink from its per-
formance.

Now, gentlemen, I have but one
gencral statement to make beyond that
to which I have called your attention,
and it is one that I make with very
mingled feelings indeed; it is with re-
spect to the intelligence and forbearance
of those who mingled in this movement,
but it is one that at the same time sug-
gests an idea of the great extent and ex-
treme peril in which the country might
have been placed if such things could take
place a8 I am now authorised to state.

(a) See Huish's Life of Hunt, and Trial of
Henry Hunt, 1 St. Tr. N.S. 171,
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Gentlemen, all labour of every kind
had been stopped, not merely at the
large manufactories where they were
' spinning by steam engines, but there was
a general turn-out of all the hands em-
ployed in all trades except of those who
assisted in the production of the most
i ordinary necessaries of life. I bLelieve
| the baker and the butcher were permitted
:to go on; but even the shoemaker and
the tailor were stopped in their labours
until the object of the turn-out should be.
carried. But it was manifest that, if this
rule were enforced rigidly and to the letter,
very great public mischief must ensue;
and accordingly there sat in at least two
places (I say two because I am in a con-
dition to prove there were two, but I
believe there is some evidence of com-
mittees sitting in other places), com-
mittces sat who at first styled themselves
Committees of Public Safety, but whether
' the recollection of the connection of that
name with some of the scenes of the
French revolution suggested that they
had better adopt another name I am not
prepared to say, but I believe they after-
wards called thomselves the Committee of
Operatives. Their object was to receive
applications for a remission of the strict
rule of abstaining from labour, and to
give licences to persons to carry on to a
limited extent their labours for the pur-
poses specified in the licence. Gentlemen,
I stated to you, and I did so most un-
equivocally, that I have ever considered
the existence of those committees as one
of the most formidable evidences of the
extent to which the ‘ strike,” as it is
called, had prevaded all classes of opers-
tives; but I can prove to you that two, I
think, at least, of the defendants (one of
. them is named Durkham) sat at a table com-
posing a committee of some ten or twelve,
and received applications of the nature I
have alluded to. For instance, a tailor on
one occasion, in consequence of the death
in the family of one of his customers, was
applied to to make some mourning
clothes, but he did not dare do so until
be went to the committee and obtained
permission. I believed there was some
doubt entertained that he went beyond
the license, and a deputy was sent to in-
quire into the matter. On another occr

sion the waterworks of the town were nig

being stopped under a similar pretence

It ro happened that the power which con.
veyed the water was also employed in
connexion with some privatc works, and,
while the committee gave an order to
. have the power employed for the use of
the waterworks, they forbade it with
reference to the private interest con-
nected with it. In other cases a licence
\ was granted to get coals enough to supply
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the engine which kept the coal pits free
from water. I believe I need not detail ail
the instances of this kind which occurred ;
but you will find that there is quite evi-
dence enough to satisfy you that a com-
mittee sat, und that one or two of the de-
fendants were members of that committee,
and that they were granting licences,
permitting persons to carry on to a certain
extent the Jabour which otherwise they
would not be permitted to do. Gentle-
men, this is a proof -of the extraordinary
extent and in&l]i ence with which this
matter was carried on, and the numbers
that were engaged in this species of
strange violation of the law, which at
the same time appeared to have for its
object to a certain extent the interests of
society.

Gentlemen, there can be mno doubt
that if any attempt of this sort was to
be again made, it perhaps could not be
made with more resvect for property and
for life than what it generally did obtain
even where violence was used. I should,
gentlemen, bear willing testimony to the
forbearance and moderation that fre-

uently appeared, even in the midst of‘
the lawless acts that were committed.
The -boldest defiance of the law was ac-
companied by a respect for life and pro-
perty to which I bear willing testimony.
I feel rejoiced that I live in a country
where, if excesses of this description .
occur, they are tempered by the forbear- |
ance and moderation which shines con- |
spicuously even amidst the violation of
law which I have mentioned. Gentlemen,
in addressing you I havo been under a
sense of the extreme importance of the
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consideration I shall cordially go along
with you, whether it be to exclude from
your verdict of guilty or to find them
guilty, and to recommend them to the
favourable consideration of the Court
above. (Gentlemen, with these observa-
tions, endeavouring a8 much as possible
to abstain from any topic that may disturb
you in the calraest exercise of your fanc-
tions, ard in the most faithful discharge
of your duty as well to the defendants as
to the public on whose behalf this pro-
secution is brought before you, I leave
the case for the present in your hands.
Dismiss every recollection you have of
any party, attend to the evidence, do
justice, and deliver your verdict accord-
ingly.

RoLre, B.: With respect to what has
been said by the Attorney General in re.
ference to Scholefield, 1 wish to know
are there any others against whom he
will not proceed P ,

Dundas : Perhaps your Lordship will
allow him to be acquitted.

Rovrg, B.: I do not think it right to
acquit him till the whole case is gone
through.

Baines : My learned friend the Attorney
General offered it.

Rovr, B.: I think we had better let the
whole case be gone through.

Attorney General: 1 will give you a
nolle prosequs.

O’Connor applied to have all the wit-
nesses on both sides ordered out of Court.

The application was granted.

The Attorney General asked permission
for two reporters, who were to be examined
from their notes, to remain in Court.

duty I have to discharge, and which you| Rorre, B.: I shall not order out of
will by-and-by have to discharge In Court either witnesses to character, or
making this statement to you and in | Witnesses who are to give testimony of &
bringing forward the evidence, and you . formal nature such as proving notices,
dealing with it as gentlemen upon your &c. The order applies only to witnesses
B s 2o o Troms tomien and |« O'Conor ¥ No, my Eavts noh mitemme
ave, I hope, no : No, ) nesses
feeling thanpfiz‘rom & discreet dischlr;'ge of | to character, or to facts of no importance.
my duty, abstained from using one solitary | I do not wish you to order out of Court
exprehssion of hta.rs::ﬁleﬂs. g‘ esire tt>° gwg , su(ill;o:'vtllgesslt"ﬁ;sre . ters to th
no character to these offences beyond. : are two reporters e
that which the law does aud has donye; I I public newl?apera here, 'mgv Lord, Mr.
desire z}otl;o ra.ls:hyc;ur feel_llxigs t:'%m any . gﬂ:tlyt?\zg h:\.r cGw_-gn:,h who arbe; to s;aea}: to
sense of danger that you will not do jus-, ) e i eir notes, and it is
tice. I invogke ou ai dispassionatelg' as I not necessary that the order should extend
it is possible under these circumstances to | to tl'xem.
do, calmly and boldly, but firmly, to assist | O'Connor: I cannot take upon me to
in the administration of the lJaw. Gentle- ' speak as to reporters who speak to material
men, to you will be ultimately committed ' facts.
the question of the guilt or innocence of  Atforney Gemeral: They are to give
the parties who will be respectively called . evidence as to what took place on other
on. It is possible that as to some there : occasions.

may be that weakness of evidence, or that i
absence of violent spirit which may in-
duce you favourably to consider the case
of some individuals. In that favourable

Rovrg, B.: They will produce a written
paper.

Attorney General: They will speak to
facts from written documents.
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Rowre, B.: Then I shall not order them
out of Court; that is in substance, pro-
ducing a written document.

EvipENcE POR THE CROWN.

Joseph Haigh.—Examined by Stuart
Wortley.

[A milkman at Ashton-under-Lyne.
Spoke to being present last July at a meet-
ing of about three or four thousand people
ona J)iece of waste ground near Thacker’s
foundry at Ashton, Thacker’s ground it is
sometimes called. William Woodroffe, one
of the defendants, was in the chair. He
is a shoemaker. He introduced the de-
fendant Aitkin. After speaking on the
Charterand different things a considerable
time, Aitkin said he should advise the
cotton lords, particularly the Messrs. Rey—
ner’s, to keep within the precincts of their
own palaces, as dark nights were coming
on, and the reckoning g&y was at hand.
There was & placard on the walls of Ashton
headed that way.

1 was also at & meeting at the Charles-
town meeting-house near Ashton on Fri-
day, August 12, at nine in the morning.
There wore from sixty to eighty persons
present. Woodroffe proposed a resolution,
that it would facilitate the advance of the
wages of operatives, if all labour should
ceaso till that advance were obtained.
I was at a meeting on Thacker’s ground,
on Sunday, August 14. The defendant
Jolnson gave out a hymn beginning—

“ A charge to keep I have;
A God to glorify ;
A never dying soul to save,
And fit it for the sky.”

After the hymn Johnson addressed the
meeting and gave them a rcligious ex-
hortation. After he had done, other per-
sons came and gave exhortations. Then the
chairman said he had received a commu-
nication—he knew not from whom, bat he
would read it to the meeting. It was to
the effect that the committee had come
to the determination that labour should
not be resumed till the Charter became
the law of the land. That was the first
thing that was said about the Charter
or labour. At the time that announce-
ment was made, a great consternation
took place in the meeting; there wassome
confusion as if the people were dissatis-
fied. Johnson and Challenger were pre-
sent when the chairman read that out.
I was in Stamford Street, Ashton, on
Saturday, August 13, at nine in the morn-
ing. I was a special constable then. I
had been sworn in on August 12. Isawa

rocession of men, women, and boys.
here were four or five men abreast in
front, and a lot of women and boys fol-
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lowed. The defendant Woodroffe was in
fropt. There were about sixty or eighty
in all. As they passed they said, * Fall
in, fall in.” They went towards Staly-
bridge.

Cross-examined by Dundas.

Aitkin is & schoolmaster; Woodroffe &
shoemaker ; Challenger a hatter. There
were several thousands at the meeting on
Thacker’s ground on Sunday, August 14.1

Dundas : Now, after the chairman read
out what you stated, you said there was
great dissatisfaction P—There was.

How was that expressed P—By divisions
of cpinion, murmurs, and confusion.

Divisions and murmurs?—Yes. The
people were put into a sort of moving
condition ; instead of sitting calm as be-
fore, they became agitated.

And how long gild it last P—I cannot
tell; I came away while it was on the

way.

%hile what was on the way P—The dis-
satisfaction that appeared to seize the
mecting.

While it was ‘‘ agate,” I suppose P

Henry Brierly.—Examined by Sir G.
Lewin.

IA factory operative at Stalybrid%:e.
Spoke to being })resent at a meeting at the
Haigh, near Stalybridge, on July29. There
were some hundreds there. A man named
Challenger moved a resolution, that the
present reduction of wages was injurious,
not only to the manufacturers and la-
bourers, but also to the shopkeepers, and
to all classes of the community. The
defendant Pilling moved a resolution in
favour of a fair day’s wages for & fair day’s
work, and they were of opinion that a fair
day’s wages could not be obtained without
the Charter being made the law of the
land. That is a8 near what was said as I
can think. A man pamed Brophy moved,
and Storah seconded, a resolution to draw
up & memorial to Sir Robert Peel for ten
thousand stand of arms to be raised to
protect the lives and property of the
working classes against those who refused
to pay the propertﬁtax.(a) The meeting
was adjourned to Hyde. They were to
meet on Saturday or Monday, I think.
The meeting took place, but I was not
present. It was adjourned to Dukinfield,
and s meeting was held there on August
20r3. I was present. There were over &
thousand there. They met in the Hall
Green. When I got there Storah was
moving the second resolution.]

(a) The income tax imposed by 5 & 6 Vict,
c. 35.
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8ir G. Lewin (to the witness) : The mover
of the resolution was ealled Storah ?—Yes.

And the same person was named Storah,
and called mpon to speak at a former
meeting P—Yes.

Dundas : How do you know that it is
this Storah (the defendant).

Sir G. Lewin: He was called by that
name at a previous meetirig.

Attorney General : Mz ord, it may be
at once necessary to take your Lordships
opinion on this distinct point. Now, I
will assume that the Storah, who spoke at
the meeting, is not the person called in
the indictment by that name; but then I
say that the person named Storak (not the
defendant), was present at a former meet-
ing where some of the defendants were
also present. That Storah goes to another
meeting; and what takes place at this
meeting and at various other meetings, it
i8 quite evident are connected. The in-
dictment charges thac all the defendants
conapired with divers others; and this
meeting, we are now speaking of, is an
adjournment of a former meeting where
some of the defendants were present.

Rorre, B.: That is not proved. They
sdjgurned from Hyde, and he was not at
Hyde.

thtomey General : I wish to take your
Lordship’s opinion apon this point.
some of the persons present at a former
meeting are proved to be at this, then
evidence of the general character of the
meeting, and what was going on, may be
admitted. In Hunt’s case (a) I am told it
was expressly held so.

Rourg, B.: In a case of this kind where
you cannot prove exact coincidence it is

80.
Dundas: I understand the Atlorney
General to dwell much upon this point that
Storah is the person in the indictment.
No person is spoken of but & person of the
name ‘of Storah, and who that person is,
he (the witness) knows not, except that a
rson was so named by the chairman.

e does not know who were at the other
meeting. All we have in evidence is,
that there was a meeting at which this
person, Storah, was present; but who the
others are we do not know, nor have we
Storah identified as one of the defen-
dants, They must prove that Storah and
jome person at a former meeting are
defendants, but it will not do to prove
that at this third meeting there were
persons proved to be present at a former
meeting.

Rowre, B.: I think it will. If it had
been proved that fifty of the people at the
former meeting were at this meeting, then
no doubt it would connect both in their

(a) 1 St. Tr. N.S. 171.
o 67432.

objects. Well, by proving only one to be
present you are only reducing it. It is
only pulling out the horse’s tail hair by
hair—one by one.

Sir @. Lewin: There is an end of your

oint.

IThe defendants Challenger, Woolfenden,
Stephenson, and Pilling were there. The
same resolutions were passed as at the
Haigh. Pilling delivered a lecture. On
Friday, Auguet 5, I saw a procession of
Bayley’s hands coming from Bayley's mills
to Stalybridge, which is within a mile.
They stopped near Cheetham’s factory, and
the women and a good mauny men sat
down, 80 that Chectham's hands could seo
them stop. They then went to the Haigh.
Stephenson, Fenton, Durham, and Ma
were with them. All the rest were Bay-
ley’s hands. They met again in the evening,
and also in the morning and evening of
the next day. Brophg{ spoke, and exhorted
them to turn teetotallers and keep sober.
On Sunday, August 7, there was a camp
meeting at Mottram Moor. There were
several thousands there. Stephenson spoke,
and said something about the principles
of the people’s Charter. In the evening
there was a meeting in a preaching-room
called the * Cave of the Adullamites,”’(a) at
the back of the ‘‘ Moulders’ Arms,"” Staly-

If [ bridge. The working men had formed

a committee to meet the masters, and a
man came and said Mr. William Bayley
wanted to see the committee. Some
thought it advisable to go, and others not.
Mahon said there was little use in going.
They had cowe out for the Charter, and
they wonld stick to it. Next morning
(Monday, August 8) there was a meeting
at the Haigh. Brophy said they must get
the hands out by legal means if possible,
or stop them as they were going to work.
Durham said he would have a procession
through Dukinfield and Ashton to let
them see they were out. The body of the
people then divided into several lots, and
fetched out all the hands in the town.
Thoy met again at vthe Haigh. Durkam
eaid, ‘“ Form in procession, and put Bayley’s
hands out first, as they came ont first, and
go in a procession through Ashton.” He
told them to go peaceably. They bhad
colours and banners; and Durhkam, Ste-
phenson, Mahon, Brophy, and several
others that I do not know, were in the
rocession. They went down Carolinc

treet and up Dukinfleld Brow to Hind-
ley’s mill. When the hands at Hindley’s

(a) Cf. Mr. Bright in 1866 : * The right hon.
gentleman has retired into what may be called
his political Cuve of Adullum, and he has called
about him ‘everyone that was in distress and
everyone that was discontented.’”—Bright’s
Speeches (1876), 349.

HH
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- mill heard the procession coming, they
- ';?‘Pped the engine, and ‘‘turned out”

ore the procession arrived.
They went through Ashton, and all the
mills stopped that day. I leftthem at Ash-

. *ton, and went to Hyde at half-past four.

They were fetching out the hands from the
factories on Newton Moor. None of the
men that came from Stalybridge were
. there. Durham, Stephenson, and Leach, of
Hyde, were there. Leach was addressin
the meeting when I got up to it. He tol
them it would be more proper for them to

stand out for the wage than the Charter

uestion. He said it was impossible for

them to get the Charter at present. Mahon |

s8aid the Stalybridge pcople must meet on
the Haigh in the morning; and the Ash-
ton people must meet near Thacker's foun-
dry, and have a procession and go to
Manchester, but they must take no sticks
with them.

There was a meeting at the Haigh next
morning {Tuesday, August 9). Durham,
Stephenson, and Fenton were there. Fen-
ton cxhorted them to keep peace, law, and
order in the procession to Manchester.
‘When I left it was understcod they were
to form a procession to go to Manchester.

There was a meeting at the Haigh on
the 11th. There was a falling out that

morning between the wage question and

the Charter. Fenton and Durlam were
in favour of the wage question. Stephen-
gon and Mahon said they might as well
contend for the Charter. It was de-
cided to have a meeting at Hyde, and
to be ruled by the majority. I was
not at that meeting. They met at the
Haigh every morning at five o’clock. On
Saturday, the 13th, a procession came

from Glossop to Stalybridge, and a large |

meeting was held. Durham, Stephenson,
Mahon, Fenton, Leach, of Hyde, and George
Johnson were present. There was a man
in the chair; 1Vilde, I think, was his name.

They had like to have thrown Wilde and |

Johnson out of the cart. Wilde opened the
meeting for the wage question. They were
talking of sending delcgates to the manu-
facturing districts to ascertain which of
the masters were giving most and least
wages, and to draw up a list between both,
80 that the hands could go to their work.
They could not return to work, as the
masters had shut up the mill doors for a
month. After they turned cut, the mas-
ters agreed not to let them in again for a
month. There were ten or twelve thou-
sand present. There was a resolution
passed that they were to stick out for the
Charter, but it was forced on them by the
Glossop people, who camec every one of
them armed with bludgeons and great
sticks. There was a camp mecting on
Sunday, the 14th. In the evening a gen-

|tleman with one arm from Manchester
| lectured, and said he was very sorry the
people in that part of the country were
out of work. It hart his feelings to think
they had come out for the Charter, for he
thought they could not obtain it. On the
15th there was another meeting, and in
the evening there was a meeting in the
Chartist Association(a) room.]

Sir @. Lewin : Now tell me what took
place there P—A piece was read out of the
Northern Star, about appointing delegates
| to go to the conference in Manchester.

oLrE, B.: He says something was read
| from a newspaper.

Attorney Gencral: I take your Lord-
ship’s objection.

Witness : Mahon read something from a
newspaper ; and he was to go to Man-
chester as a delegate.

He was the person elected to goP—Yes.

Cross-examined by Murphy.

IThere was a turn-out twelve years ago.
The factories were all stopped for eleven
or twelve weeks. There was no mention
of a Charter then. A general committee
was appointed to direct the movement of
the people’s turn-out. The masters would
not let them return to work in consequence
. of the turn-out.

i Now are you aware whether, on the oc-
| casion of that previous turn-out, delegates
| were sent to the various factories, and
| from one district to another, to watch the
proceedings of the turn-out?—Yes, there
were delegates appointed for such a pur-
pose on that occasion.
Do you recollect any processions at that
| time P—Yes.
| Attorney Gereral: I do not know in

i what way my learned friend wishes to
connect what occurred twelve years ago
l with the present case. I suppose he does
! not mean to justify it. A mere passing
" allusion to explain how it affects the evi-

{ dence is all I require.

Rovrg, B.: I thought as the cross-exa-
mination was going on, that the object of
it was to show that the fact of delegates
having been appointed twelve years ago
to go from one factory to another to ascer-
tain what were the proceedings of the
different turn-outs, would not per se be
criminal.

Murphy : My Lord, my object is clear—
it is perfectly obvious. The Attorn
General suggests that all this turn-out .
connected with the Charter, and som
vast conspiracy for the promotion of Cha
tist principles throughout the country.
want to show that when no Charter wa
spoken of similar conduct took place.

(a) The National Charter Association-
O’Connor’s organisation.




